Reading Response Levels

	LEVEL
	HOW TO WRITE A RESPONSE AT THIS LEVEL

	Level 1

Basic Stated Information
	List the basics of who is in the story, what people are doing, where they are. Restate important information and identify major revelations.

“The narrator of the story is…”



	Level 2

Key Details and Turning Points
	Determine which events change the course of the story. Distinguish between important and irrelevant information. Identify facts that have the greatest impact on the plot.

“One detail that is important is…”

“An important thing to remember about the main character is…”

“Everything changes when….”



	Level 3

Stated Relationships
	Re-explain a connection stated in the text. The connection could be one of cause and effect or similarity and contrast. 

“The narrator claims that __________ happened because of _____________.”

“The narrator points out the difference between…”



	Level 4

Simple Implied Relationships
	Explain the implication of a particular statement in the text. 

· Unstated cause or effect

· Unstated judgment of a character

· Motivation for a single action

“The real cause of _________ is ________________...”

“The character does this because ____________________”

“This detail is a symbol of….”



	Level 5

Complex Implied Relationships


	Demonstrate the implied connection between several details from various places in the text.

Generalize about a major change in a character.

Generalize about implied comparisons or contrasts.

“Throughout the story…”

“This character is always….”

“The changes since the beginning of the story have been caused by…”

“The author repeats the image of ___________ to suggest….”



	Level 6

Author’s Generalization
	Support a generalization about the world using evidence from the text. 

Apply the generalizations suggested in the text to the world. Demonstrate the implications of the author’s representation of the world.

“The story suggests that people who________________ will find that ________________”

“The story suggests that when people ______________, the result is _____________.”

“The problem in the world that the author is focusing on is….”



	Level 7

Structural Generalization
	Support a generalization about the purpose of literary elements used in the story. 

Explain how the author’s generalization is supported by the structure of the story. 

Connect literary techniques to a generalization about human experience.

“The author uses ___________ to suggest that ____________”

“The repetition of [image or motif] emphasizes the idea that….”


The Crucible Reading Notes

The reading response level guide will help to unlock the mysteries of literary response and analysis. As you read The Crucible, you will be responsible for completing reading notes for each week’s reading. This is the format that your reading notes should take:

1) Pages read:

2) Summary of major events from this section (Level 1,2, or 3 response):

(This can be done in a bullet point list.)

3) Significant passage (You choose a passage that you think is important in revealing something about the main character and/or the larger point of the novel):

4) Analysis of the passage (Write a minimum of 100 words in which you respond to the passage. You should do your best to write a response that is at level 3 or above.)

Tips for the analysis portion of your reading notes (the most important part):

· Don’t feel that all of your analysis has to be at one level. You can start out with an analysis of simple implied relationships (level 4) and then move to an analysis of complex implied relationships (level 5). Level 6 and level 7 analyses are usually not possible when reading the beginning sections of the book. 

· Use these questions to guide your analysis if you are feeling stuck:


· Remember to use phrases that are more specific than “this quote shows.” 

The passage

reveals


that…

The author

portrays

a character’s values, attitude, etc.

The author

contrasts

one character/situation with another

character/situation

The author/passage
suggests

that…

The author

conveys


an idea, a theme.

Source for Reading Response Levels: Fitzpatrick, Declan. “Reading Level Response: Helping Students Write about Literature.” Reflective Teaching, Reflective Learning. Ed. McCann et. al. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 2005. 

Level 3/4: What does Proctor value? What is important to him?





Level 3/4: What is Proctor critical of? What does he seem to reject?





Level 5: How does Abigail’s motivation for accusing women change over the course of the play?





Level 6: What is the author suggesting about the importance of reputation? 





Level 6: What is the novel suggesting about the problems faced by adolescents? 








